

On Redistricting, Cuomo Poses His Own Question, Answers
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Gov. Andrew Cuomo sidestepped a question at a cabinet meeting on a federal judge’s order for a special master to draw legislative boundaries.

Instead, the governor went to his patented rhetorical device of posing his own question and then answering it himself.

“I said this is going to wind up in the courts,” Cuomo said. “By the way, this always winds up in the courts. This always winds up between the Legislature and the courts. This is not the first time we’ve been to this dance. I’m not surprised that the courts have gotten involved. This is primarily up to the Legislature. They are in charge of their own destiny here. They will make decisions and weigh their options but am I surprised the courts have stepped in? No, not at all.”
The question I posed to the governor was whether the ruling will impact his promise to veto lines drawn by LATFOR, the lawmaker driven commission that proposed state boundaries and is yet to reveal Congressional lines (Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos told Liz last night that proposed House lines could be released by March 1.)

Still, Cuomo’s answer is revealing, if only that it shows he is trying to publicly stay above the fray when it comes to the contentious fight over who draws legislative boundaries.

Cuomo had previously said that having the matter go to the courts would create “chaos.”
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